Your Voice. Your Power.

A Community Guide to
Advocacy in South Carolina

Understand the Process

How a Bill Becomes a Law

Every law starts as an idea. A legislator introduces a bill, it goes to committee for study
and public input, and then it's debated and voted on by both the House and Senate. If
both chambers agree, it goes to the Governor, who can sign it, veto it, or let it become law
automatically.

At every step, community voices matter. Calling, testifying, or sharing stories can
change outcomes.

How to Reach Your Legislators

Find your lawmakers at scstatehouse.gov or in the SC State House App. When you reach
out, keep it real and personal:

“Hi, my name is [Name], and | live in [City]. I'm asking [Senator/Representative]
[Name] to support [Bill #] because [reason this matters to you]. Thank you.”

Tips for Connection
- Always mention your city or ZIP, as it shows you're a constituent.
- Focus on one issue per message.
- Be kind, confident and professional.

Writing Makes a Difference

A short, heartfelt letter or postcard is powerful advocacy.

e im0l “Dear Senator [Name], | urge you to support [Bill #]. This will help
families like mine [one-sentence reason]. Thank you for your service.”

Send by email or mail to their Columbia office.
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Build Strategy and Take Action Together

Build a Simple Advocacy Plan

- Name the change you want. Be as specific as possible. (Example: “Expand access to
affordable childcare.”)

- Know who decides. Identify the person or committee with the power to act.

- Map influence. Who does that person listen to? Faith leaders, business owners,
parents, advocates?

- Choose your tactics. Calls, letters, testimony, social media, community events — pick
two or three and do them well.

- Track progress. Celebrate small wins. Each conversation builds momentum.

Visiting the Statehouse

Address: 1100 Gervais St, Columbia, SC
Public entrance: Sumter Street side (security screening required).
Parking: Free after 6 PM & weekends; garages nearby.
Buildings: Blatt Building — House offices
Gressette Building — Senate offices

Pro Tips
- Bring printed materials. Allow extra time. Committee meetings
may run long or move between rooms.
- Dress professionally. Business or business-casual attire is best.
- Be respectful.

Keep the Movement Going

Change happens through connection with your neighbors, your legislators, and your
story. When one person speaks, it's a spark. When communities speak together, it's
power.

Your voice builds the South Carolina we all deserve.





